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There have now been, in quick succession, two judgements by the Court of Protection in which local authorities have been severely criticised for unlawfully depriving vulnerable people of their liberty.  In the case of G v E, the judge said that “the errors perpetrated by the local authority are grave and serious” and in the case of Steven Neary, that the authority “failed to activate the statutory safeguards that exist to prevent situations like this arising.”  Costs and damages are likely to be considerable, and there may well be further such cases in the pipeline.  Factors common to both cases were a failure to recognise when deprivation of liberty was occurring, and an inadequate understanding of the MCA Deprivation of Liberty Safeguards, especially on the part of the managers who were identified by the judges as having the primary responsibility for the unlawful actions which resulted. The day will focus on what local authorities and PCTs need to do to ensure that their DoLS schemes are “fit for purpose” in the light of these judgements.  In particular, it will look at:
· How best to obtain legal authority for the “safeguarding” removal of a person from their family home
· How to ensure a more consistent understanding of deprivation of liberty across all groups of staff involved

· How to avoid conflicts of interest within the supervisory body, whether or not it is also the managing authority
· How to scrutinise and challenge assessments without compromising the assessors’ independence

· What to do if an assessment appears to be invalid
· How to ensure that family members are properly informed, advised and supported
· How to ensure that the Part 8 Review process is operated in a way which is compliant with Article 5(4)

· The circumstances in which the supervisory body should itself make an application to the Court of Protection for review of a DoLS authorisation under MCA Section 21A

The course is aimed at people who are professionally involved in DoLS and who have at least a basic working knowledge of the scheme, including BIAs and IMCAs, but especially at those with managerial responsibility for DoLS within supervisory bodies, and their legal advisers. 

Fees and booking conditions
Fee £295 + VAT.  Registered charities £195 + VAT 

DSA subscribers: £50 reduction per booking (excluding VAT) - to subscribe go to: www.davesheppard.co.uk
In addition, reductions for multiple bookings from the same agency for the same course, at the same location, made at the same time: 2nd person 25% reduction; 3rd person (and above) 50% reduction
Substitutes welcome. No transfers or cancellations within 14 days. Prior to this 20% administration charge.
Accreditation

For solicitors (5∙25 hours - SRA) and barristers (5 hours - Bar Council).

For psychiatrists (5 CPD points - Royal College of Psychiatrists) as part of a Personal Development Plan (subject to peer group approval).
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